Web sites:    www.native-languages.org
                     www.genuki.org.uk
                     http://freebmd.rootsweb.com
Gladwin County Genealogical Society is looking for the following yearbooks to place in the Genealogy/History Room at the Gladwin County District Library:

     Gladwin High School:  Between 1926 and 1946, 1947, 1950, 1957, 1961, 1965, 1983,              

                       1984,1990,1991.

     Beaverton High School: before 1965, 1969, 1970, 1973, 1978, 1981, 1982, 1991.

Old yearbooks are used not only by genealogical researchers, but also by our newspaper when doing feature articles and by others for items such as class reunions, etc.

Yearbooks can be dropped off at the Gladwin County District Library, 402 James Robertson Dr., Gladwin or make other arrangements by contacting Sharon Thurston at gladwingenealogy@yahoo.com.

Plat  maps of Gladwin  County  are  needed  for  the  following years:   before 1900, 1901-1915, 1926-1949, 1951-1964, 1966-1968, 1970-1973, 1976, 1977-1979, 1981, 1983, 1986, 1988, 1991-1992, 1994-1995, 1997-1999, 2001-2002, 2004-current.

Plat maps are also needed for the counties surrounding Gladwin, Midland, Clare, Isabella, Arenac, Bay, Saginaw, Roscommon and Ogemaw.

If a person has one of the above mentioned plat maps and doesn’t want to donate, GCGS would appreciate being able to photocopy it.  Please contact Sharon Thurston at gladwingenealogy@yahoo.com of you can help out.

September’s GCGS meeting featured Donnie Boursaw from the West Branch Family History Center as our speaker.  Donnie spoke on genealogical research in general, using the familyhistory.org website, and researching Indian Heritage.  Everyone enjoyed her talk and there were many questions, especially concerning researching Indians.

October’s GCGS meeting will be a movie on Great Lakes Lighthouses.  That meeting will take place in the Genealogy Room at the Gladwin County District Library, October 11, 2008.

GCGS Veteran’s book will be available for purchase at the October 25, 2008 “Batty About Crafts Show” at the Gladwin High School.  Book #2 is underway and individuals are encouraged to submit their Veteran’s information if you missed Book #1.

Items added to the Genealogy Room in July, August and September:

              150 books and 34 research CD’s

  Genealogy Research room is open:

                                  Monday evenings 6-8 p.m.

                                  Tuesday 9:00 a.m. - noon and 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

                                  Thursday 9:00 a.m. - noon and 1:00 p.m. – 4:00 p.m.

                                  Other times by previously arranged appointment.  Contact

                                  Sharon Thurston at gladwingenealogy@yahoo.com
The GCGS is currently working on updating the Obituary Index for the Gladwin County Record 1875 to present, Birth Record Index for Gladwin County, and Divorces Index for Gladwin County.  When Completed this information will be placed in ring binders in the Genealogy Room.

Upon the completion of Beaverton City Cemetery transcriptions, GCGS will have read and put into notebooks information on 6 cemeteries in Gladwin County.  McClure, Ridge, Grout, Arbutus, Sherman (Skeels), and Beaverton City Cemetery.  With the co-operation of the Township Clerk’s we will update these notebooks every 6 months.  Other Gladwin County Township Cemeteries will be read and transcribed as time and weather allows.  Our genealogical society is lucky to have two former employees from various cemeteries in our group, so the information is being gathered and recorded in the proper manner.

* * * * * * *

The following is taken from the MGC Newsletter – Fall 2008

The preserving the American Historical Record bill was introduced in the U.S. House of Representatives on May 14, 2008, as H. R. 6056

Please join the Council of State Archivists, the Society of American Archivists, the National Association of Government Archives and Records Administrators, and a growing number of other organizations in working toward its passage.

The Preserving the American Historical Record Act purposes to increase federal support for state and local archival records held by government agencies, historical societies, libraries, and related organizations.  This initiative would preserve and provide access to historical records by supporting:

· the creation of a wide variety of access tools, including archival finding aids,

      documentary editions, indexes, and images of key records online;

· preservation actions to protect historical records from harm, prolong their life, and preserve them for public use, including digitization projects, electronic records initiatives, and disaster preparedness and recovery;

· initiatives to use historical records in new and creative ways to convey the importance of state, territorial, and community history, including the development of teaching materials for K-12 and college students, active participation in National History Day, and support for life-long learning opportunities; and

· programs to provide education and training to archivists and others who care for historical records, ensuring that they have the necessary knowledge and skills to fulfill their important responsibilities.

Financial resources are needed…The Preserving the American Historical Record Act would establish a program of formula-based grants to states for re-grants and statewide services to support preservation and use of  historical records.  The program, to be administered by the National Archives, will provide a total of $50 million per year nationwide.  Each state would receive a portion of these funds for redistribution to organizations within its borders.  (Michigan’s share of this portion is approximately 1.6 million)

This program would be in addition to the existing national grants program within the National Historical Publications and Records Commission (NHPRC), which should be funded at its full authorization level of $10 million.  The program proposed in the Preserving the American Historical Record Act cannot be useful if it negatively affects the existing national grant program.  The state-based program should alleviate some of the demand on NHPRC’s national-level project money by providing re-grants administered regionally.  It will also open wider opportunities for new and expanded varieties of nationally significant projects.

To carry out the program in each state…The state archives or the organization with the comparable functions for statewide archival services would administer the program.  With guidance from the State  Historical Records Advisory Boards each state would develop a five-year strategic plan establishing funding priorities.  Annual applications thereafter would provide parameters for re-grants, reports on project outcomes, and core statistical measures for monitoring of conditions and progress.  Base funding would be provided to each state or territory, with the remainder of funding distributed using a population/area-based formula, comparable to that for library aid.  A cost sharing requirement of 50% of funding available should be required to stimulate funding from state and local resources.

Many are interested in the idea of expanding federal support…
The Council of State Archivists, the Society of American Archivists, and the National Association of  Government Archives and Records Administrators are taking leadership in this initiative.

Collaboration has also been pursued with the American Association of State and Local History, which is leading a parallel effort for history organizations and museums.  Information has also been shared with related national professional records and historical organizations and with several national genealogical organizations, many of whom have signed on as endorsers.

For more details, and up-to-date information on the status of the effort, see the PAHR page on the Society of American Archivists website:  http://www.archivists.org/pahr/
Source: http://www.statearchivists.org/issues/pahr/index.htm
CURRENT ACTION ALERT
(1) Ask your members of Congress to sign on as an original sponsor.

(2) Tell your Representative in a few sentences why PAHR will benefit his or her constituents—that means you, your organization, and your researchers.

(3) Urge your friends, local government officials, relatives—everyone!—to contact their Representatives as well.

One easy way to contact your Representative is to visit www.humanitiesadvocacy.org/action_ctr.html “elected Officials”, then follow the steps to send an e-mail.  It’s easy!

These are tools (Background Information, Brochures, Draft Letter, Sponsors and Key members) to assist you on http://www,archivists.org/pahr/
