[image: image1.jpg]


The Gladwin County Genealogical Society Family Search Center
May 2011

MEMBERSHIP DUES ARE $15.00 PER PERSON OR HOUSEHOLD (SAME FAMILY) FOR 2011.

DUES CAN BE PAID ON OR BEFORE THE NEXT MEETING.

Genealogical Room Hours:

Tuesday:
9am-5pm

Wednesday:
1pm-5pm



5:30-8pm

Thursday:
9am-5pm



5:50-8pm

Other times by pre-arranged appointment – Call 989-426-1347

NOTE: The genealogy room is closed for holidays and when Gladwin Community Schools are closed due to poor weather conditions.

Meetings:

Meetings are held at 10am on the 2nd Saturday of each month in the Genealogical Family Research room on the 2nd floor of the Gladwin County District Library, 420 James Robinson Dr, Gladwin, MI (behind Pamida).

Word of the Month:

Affine:

A relation by marriage.

Michigan Biological Index

 www.michlist.com
Including:

Cemetery transcripts

County Histories

First Land Owners

Plat Maps

Portrait and Biographical Albums

Probate Records

Tax Lists

Vital Records

 Record of Service of MI Volunteers

Michigan in the War

List of Pensioners on the Roll, 1883

MI 1890 Census of Civil War Veterans

U.S. Soldiers Living in MI in 1894

Portraits of Soldiers at the Archives of MI

Regimental Histories

GAR Productions

Veteran Obituaries

Reference works added regularly – check back often.
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Midland County Marriage Book

A four year project is finally complete!  The Midland Genealogical Society’s book of  marriage indexes are now available. It is a 320 page book listing 3733 marriages from 1855 to 1910 and includes the following information:  Bride & groom’s names, birthdates, marriage date, age, residence, occupation, parent’s names, and witnesses.  I am planning to check into getting a copy for our room and will put a note in the newsletter when it comes in.

Searching Obits Online

Free searches:

www.ancestoryhunt.com
www.obituarieshelp.org
www.newspaperobituaries.net
Paid searches:

www.newspaperarchive.com
www.footnote.com
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Civil War Reenacting

By: Marilisa Kinney Sachteleben 

Imagine this: You wake to the sound of the bugle. You're in a canvas tent and the smells of campfire and gun smoke fill the air. You pull on your brogans and keppie. The year is 2011, but it feels like 1861. It's a Civil War reenactment. 

April 12 marked the sesquicentennial of the American Civil War. The first shot was fired by Confederate soldiers 150 years ago on their former brothers-in-arms at Fort Sumter in Charleston Harbor, South Carolina. That shot thrust soldiers in blue and gray into four long years of battle, stretching across five Aprils.

Out of those long years came advances in medicine, business, law, politics, and human rights. The Civil War also lost us nearly 620,000 souls - more American lives than in all previous and upcoming wars combined. More American lives lost because all the dead were American, no matter what color their uniform.

Michigan sent 90,000 soldiers and 600 sailors. Michigan raised 34 infantry regiments, 11 cavalry units, one engineer and mechanics division, one sharpshooter regiment, and several light artillery batteries. Of those, nearly 15,000 native Michigan sons did not return.

Some people believe it's important to keep these memories and stories alive, to preserve history for future generations. If you feel that way, if you have heard the bugle call from beyond the grave, perhaps you might like to experience a Civil War event or join a local Michigan reenactment group.
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Betty (Day) Libbey, a member of the 16th MI volunteer Infantry, as Pauline Cushman, 1991. 

Reenactment groups in Michigan:

7th MI Volunteer Regiment, Company B, Inc. (Lansing)

24th MI Volunteer Infantry (Saginaw)

16th MI Volunteer Infantry (Saginaw)

5th MI Volunteer Infantry, Company K (Saginaw)

5th MI Regiment Band (Novi)

15th MI Volunteer Infantry, Company B (Metro Detroit)

MI Calvary Brigade Association (Ludington)

Battery D, 1st MI Light Artillery (Ludington)

3rd Battery, 1st MI Light Artillery (Battle Creek)

2011 Michigan Reenactments:

May 27 Vicksburg, MI, "Enlistment Camp" Living History

May 27 - 30 Greenfield Village, Dearborn, MI, Civil War Remembrance Weekend

May 28-29 Coldwater, MI, Coldwater Civil War Days
June 10-12 Lexington, MI, 15th Michigan Muster

June 18-19 Hillsdale, MI, Will Carleton's Poor House

July 1-4 White Pines Village, Ludington, MI

July 8 - 10 Historic Ft Wayne, Detroit, MI, Civil War Days

July 15 - 17 Hastings, MI, Charlton Park Civil War Muster

August 5-8 Port Sanilac MI

August 6-7 Negaunee, MI, Iron Industry Museum
August 12 - 14 Copper Harbor, MI, Ft. Wilkins
August 12-14 Milford, MI, Milford Days
August 26 -29 Jackson, MI, 27th Annual Jackson Cascades Civil War Muster

September 10-11 Fort Mackinac, Mackinac Island, MI, 16th Michigan Volunteer Infantry
September 16-18 Mt. Pleasant, MI, Deerfield Nature Park
September 16-18 Comins, MI, Michigan Magazine Museum

September 16 -18 Holland, MI, Van Raalte Farm Civil War Muster

September 23-25 New Baltimore, MI, New Baltimore Muster

September 23-25 Bay City, MI, River of Time

September 24-25 Leslie, MI, Meekersville Time Line Village

October 1-2 Elba, MI (near Hadley, MI), Duncan Farm
October 1 -2  Marshall, MI, Battle for Turkeyville

October 8-9 Romulus, MI, Wolcott Mill

October 22 Lansing, MI, Harvest Ball

[image: image5.png]



The Box Social

By Stanley Smith, Gladwin, MI

I grew up on a Michigan farm, about 75 miles northwest of Saginaw, at a time of serious drought in the late 1930’s. I was the oldest of four children. We all worked hard on the farm to grow enough food for the animals and for our family, and we never went hungry.

Our one-room country school was almost two miles from our house, and my tow brothers and I walked to and from it every day. The school was also our center of business and social life.

One day, when I was about 13, the teacher announced that there would be a box social on Friday. I didn’t know what a box social was, but it sounded like fun. Local talent would entertain and door prizes would be awarded. My parents said I could go, and Dad gave me a quarter to buy a box. So I cleaned up, dressed in my best clothes, put the quarter in my pocket and went.

Each person wore his or her best “Sunday-go-to-meetin” clothes. Each woman brought a brightly decorated box packed with a nice lunch and placed it on a table to be auctioned off. The men would bid on the boxes, and the high bidder would share the lunch with the lady who made it. The guys would pay close attention to which box belonged to which gal, but the women knew the men would be watching, so some of them would trade boxes to fool the gents.

After a poetry reading, piano and violin recitals, singing and a skit, it was time to auction off the boxes.

When I decided to get into the auction, my quarter was quickly outbid time after time. Some boxes went for a as much as a dollar! Certain men were watching certain attractive young ladies, hoping for a secret signal to let them know which box belonged to which gal.

My quarter finally won me a box, but I was disappointed to learn that it belonged to a middle-aged woman – a mother of six and very talkative. She made a real nice lunch, but as we ate she kept asking me questions about m y family, probably for future gossip.

Later, I was shocked when my name was called as the winner of the door prize! I was just as shocked when the prize turned out to be a big white goose, which must have weighed more than 25 pounds and had quite an attitude.

By the time I started home, it was dark. Everybody who had transportation had either left or just ignore a small boy with a large goose.

As I started the long walk home, I first tried pulling the goose by its long neck, but he bird just set its feet as though they were breaks. Then I tried to pick it up by it’s legs, but it’s head dragged on the ground and it’s wings pounded bruises on my legs.

I finally got hold of both its legs and carried it under my arm, holding its flailing wings down. To my relief, the nasty goose seamed to enjoy the ride and gave me little trouble.

My family was excited to see the goose. The next day, Dad butchered it and gave me the job of plucking it. Mom got it into the wood-burning cookstove, and by suppertime it was done. We feasted on that big bird for most of the next week.

Mom said I sure got my 25 cents’ worth at that box social.
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What You’ll Learn From Passenger Lists

By Vyra Vanderpool Gormley

Probably more time is spent hunting for our ancestors on ship passenger lists than any other type of research. In our naivete we assume these records will reveal exactly where in the “old country” our ancestors came from. It is not always that simple. Depending on when your immigrant ancestors arrived, American ship passenger lists may or may not provide this information. In some instances determining the ancestral home can be discovered by tracking down naturalization papers, rather than ship passenger lists.

To be sure there is nothing quite like finding your ancestors on a ship passenger list. But be prepared to do some serious digging. There are th4ree major time frames important to researching American ship passenger lists. They are 1891-1954, 1820-1890, & pre 1820. The two major repositories for these microfilmed records are the National Archives and LDS Family History Library (FHL).

If your ancestors arrived between 1891 & 1954, Immigration Passenger Lists are valuable. Immigrants were asked to provide information such as:

Marital Status

Last Residence

Final Destination in the U.S

If ever in the U.S. before, when, where & for how long.

If going to join a relative, the relative’s name, address & relationship.

In 1906 & 1907 more questions were added to the above list including: 

Personal description: height, complexion, color of hair & eyes, identifying marks

Place of birth – exact city, town or village.

Name & address of closest living relative in native country.

However, if your ancestors landed between 1820 & 1890, you will need to search what’s known as Customs Passenger Lists. These contain only the following data:

Name of ship

Name of its master

Port of embarkation

Date & port of its arrival

Each passenger’s name, age, sex, occupation & nationality.

Contrary to popular belief, the National Archives does not have copies of all ships passenger lists. It does have a microfilm copy of the passenger lists that were turned over to it by the Customs Service and the Immigration and Naturalization Service when this federal repository was established in 1935. Inbound federal ship passenger arrival records at the National Archives date back to 1820 for most East Coast and Gulf Coast ports and a few lists dating back to 1800 for Philadelphia. The archives staff will search available indexed lists for. 

Major indexes exist for the ports of:

Baltimore 1820-1952

Boston 1848-91, 1902-20

New Orleans 1853-1952

New York City 1820-46, 1897-1943

Philadelphia 1800-1948

There are no federal laws requiring ship passenger lists to be recorded prior to 1820. However, some lists exist and have appeared in print in various publications. The best source for these pre-1820 records is the multi-volume series, edited by P.William Filby, entitled Passenger and Immigration Lists Index – widely available in public and academic libraries. These volumes give information about passenger lists which appear in books and periodicals.

A Back-up a Day Keeps the Blues Away

(sung to the tune of  “Yesterday”)

Yesterday, all those backups seemed a waste of pay,

Now my database has gone away. Oh I believe in yesterday.

Suddenly, there’s not half the files there used to be,

And there’s a millstone hanging over me. The system crashed so suddenly.

I pushed something wrong. What it was I could not say.

Now all my data’s gone, and I long for yesterday-ay-ay-ay.

Yesterday, the need for backups seemed so far away. I knew my data was all here to stay. Now I believe in yesterday.
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